
5g base stations consume power very
quickly

How much power does a 5G station use?

The power consumption of a single 5G station is 2.5 to 3.5 times higher than that of a single 4G station. The

main factor behind this increase in 5G power consumption is the high power usage of the active antenna unit

(AAU). Under a full workload,a single station uses nearly 3700W.

 

Is 5G more energy efficient than 4G?

Although the absolute value of the power consumption of 5G base stations is increasing,their energy

efficiency ratio is much lowerthan that of 4G stations. In other words,with the same power consumption,the

network capacity of 5G will be as dozens of times larger than 4G,so the power consumption per bit is sharply

reduced.

 

Will MIMO increase the energy consumption of 5G base stations?

As a result,there are many more hardware components per base station. Bj&#246;rnson believes this will

probably increasethe total energy consumption of 5G base stations compared to 4G. But as massive MIMO

technology develops,its energy efficiency may also improve over time.

 

What is a 5G base station?

A 5G base station is mainly composed of the baseband unit(BBU) and the AAU -- in 4G terms,the AAU is the

remote radio unit (RRU) plus antenna. The role of the BBU is to handle baseband digital signal

processing,while the AAU converts the baseband digital signal into an analog signal,and then modulates it into

a high-frequency radio signal.

 

Why does 5G use so much power?

The main factor behind this increase in 5G power consumption is the high power usage of the active antenna

unit(AAU). Under a full workload,a single station uses nearly 3700W. This necessitates a number of updates

to existing networks,such as more powerful supplies and increased performance output from supporting

facilities.

 

Will 5G reduce energy consumption?

According to recent research,the ultra-lean design that 5G networks are capable of will make it possible to put

more components to sleep for a longer time,reducing energy consumption by almost 10 timescompared to

current systems when there are no users.

In addition, since the construction of 5G base stations often requires a certain proportion of land occupied by

other owners, such as communication base stations in residential areas, parks, ...
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