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How does solar power generate electricity?

How Does Solar Power Create Electricity? Solar power generates electricity by using either solar thermal
systems that convert sunlight into heat to produce steam that drives a generator,or photovoltaic systems,which
transform sunlight into electricity through the photovoltaic effect.

How does photovoltaic (PV) technology work?

Learn the basics of how photovoltaic (PV) technology works with these resources from the DOE Solar Energy
Technologies Office. Solar photovoltaic modules are where the electricity gets generated, but are only one of
the many partsin a complete photovoltaic (PV) system.

What is a photovoltaic (PV) cell?

A photovoltaic (PV) cell,commonly caled a solar cell,is a nonmechanical device that converts sunlight
directly into electricity. Some PV cells can convert artificial light into electricity. Sunlight is composed of
photons,or particles of solar energy.

Should you use solar power to generate electricity at home?

Using solar power to generate electricity at home is a very appealing optionfor a number of reasons. not only
would you be reducing your overall environmental footprint and greenhouse gas emissions,but you would be
reducing your bills and could even generate some income by selling back excess energy into the grid.

How does a solar thermal system produce electricity?

A solar thermal system generates electricity indirectly by capturing the heat of the sun to produce steam,which
runs aturbine that produces electricity. A solar photovoltaic system produces electricity directly from the sun's
light through a series of physical and chemical reactions known as the photovoltaic effect.

How do solar panels work?

You're likely most familiar with PV,which is utilized in solar panels. When the sun shines onto a solar
panel ,energy from the sunlight is absorbed by the PV cellsin the panel. This energy creates electrical charges
that move in response to an internal electrical field in the cell,causing electricity to flow.
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