
Do photovoltaic panels still generate
electricity through solar panels 

How does photovoltaic (PV) technology work?

Learn the basics of how photovoltaic (PV) technology works with these resources from the DOE Solar Energy

Technologies Office. Solar photovoltaic modules are where the electricity gets generated, but are only one of

the many parts in a complete photovoltaic (PV) system.

 

How do solar panels generate electricity?

This is where electricity generated by the panel flows into an electrical system of a home or a power grid. Now

that you understand how solar panels are constructed,let's dive into how they generate electricity. There are

two primary ways in which solar panels generate electricity: thermal conversion and photovoltaic effect.

 

How do solar panels work?

As we've explained,the solar cells that make up each solar panel do most of the heavy lifting. Through the

photovoltaic effect,your solar panels produce a one-directional electrical current,called direct current (DC)

electricity. Your home can't use DC electricity directly--it needs to be converted to alternating current (AC)

electricity first.

 

What is a photovoltaic (PV) cell?

A photovoltaic (PV) cell,commonly called a solar cell,is a nonmechanical device that converts sunlight

directly into electricity. Some PV cells can convert artificial light into electricity. Sunlight is composed of

photons,or particles of solar energy.

 

Do PV cells convert sunlight to electricity?

The efficiency that PV cells convert sunlight to electricity varies by the type of semiconductor material and

PV cell technology. The efficiency of commercially available PV panels averaged less than 10% in the

mid-1980s,increased to around 15% by 2015,and is now approaching 25% for state-of-the art modules.

 

What is the photovoltaic effect?

The photovoltaic effect is the fundamental process that makes solar panels possible. Discovered in 1839 by

French physicist Edmond Becquerel when he was just 19 years old,this phenomenon occurs when certain

materials generate electrical current upon exposure to light. Think of solar panels as reverse LEDs.
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