
How big an inverter should I use for an
8kw photovoltaic system 

What size solar inverter do I Need?

A 4.5 kW array (or ten 450-watt solar panels) would just about cover your consumption. The type of solar

panels you choose can also impact the size of the inverter you need. Different types of solar panels have

different wattage ratings and efficiency levels. The three main types of solar panels are monocrystalline,

polycrystalline, and thin film.

 

Can a solar inverter be bigger than the DC rating?

The size of your solar inverter can be larger or smaller than the DC rating of your solar array,to a certain

extent. The array-to-inverter ratio of a solar panel system is the DC rating of your solar array divided by the

maximum AC output of your inverter. For example,if your array is 6 kW with a 6000 W inverter,the

array-to-inverter ratio is 1.

 

Should your inverter size match your solar panel size?

Match your inverter to your lifestyle,not just your roof. If you're running a fridge,home office,and PS5 all

day,size accordingly. If you're barely home,go leaner. Here's the cheat code: your inverter size should usually

match your solar panel system's size in kilowatts.

 

How do I choose a solar inverter?

This is the most critical factor in solar inverter sizing. Check the total wattage of your solar array (DC) and use

it to calculate the appropriate inverter output (AC). For optimal results, a 6.6kW array typically pairs with a

5kW inverter, falling within the accepted array-to-inverter ratio of 1.15 to 1.33.

 

How do you calculate wattage for a solar inverter?

Calculate Solar Panel Output Determine how many watts and the number of solar panels you will be

installing. For example,assume you have eight 350W panels,then your total wattage would be (8*350W =

2800W)or 2.8kW. This number will become important in the inverter sizing equation.

 

Can a solar inverter be too big?

On the other hand, you don't want to install a solar inverter that's too big (i.e., has a lower array-to-inverter

ratio) because your inverter will be most efficient if it's running close to its overall capacity. If the inverter is

too large compared to the array, it will not produce the desired amount of electricity.

To calculate the ideal inverter size for your solar PV system, you should consider the total wattage of your

solar panels and the specific conditions of your installation site. The general rule is to ...
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