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What is solar photovoltaic (PV) power generation?

Solar photovoltaic (PV) power generation is the process of converting energy from the sun into electricity
using solar panels. Solar panels,also caled PV panels,are combined into arrays in a PV system. PV systems
can also be installed in grid-connected or off-grid (stand-alone) configurations.

How many PV panels can be connected in aPV array?

PV panels can be connected in groups to form a PV array. A PV array can be composed of as few as two PV
panels to hundreds of PV panels. The number of PV panels connected in a PV array determines the amount of
electricity the array can generate. PV cells generate direct current (DC) electricity.

What is a photovoltaic (PV) cell?

A photovoltaic (PV) cell,commonly caled a solar cell,is a nonmechanical device that converts sunlight
directly into electricity. Some PV cells can convert artificial light into electricity. Sunlight is composed of
photons,or particles of solar energy.

What isaPV panel?

PV cells are electrically connected in a packaged, weather-tight PV panel (sometimes called a module). PV
panels vary in size and in the amount of electricity they can produce. Electricity-generating capacity for PV
panels increases with the number of cellsin the panel or in the surface area of the panel.

What is a photovoltaic system?

A photovoltaic (PV) system is composed of one or more solar panels combined with an inverter and other
electrical and mechanical hardware that use energy from the Sun to generate electricity. PV systems can vary
greatly in size from small rooftop or portable systems to massive utility-scale generation plants.

How are solar panels used in PV systems?
Solar panels used in PV systems are assemblies of solar cellstypically composed of silicon and commonly
mounted in a rigid flat frame. Solar panels are wired together in series to form strings,and strings of solar
panels are wired in parallel to form arrays.
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