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Could energy storage help South Africa achieve a greener energy future?

Energy storage has become fundamental to areliableresilient,and renewable energy system. As South Africa
moves towards a greener energy futureinnovative storage solutions could make the difference between
progress and paralysis.

|s storage a solution to South Africa's energy crisis?

Ezzat Sankari,Sungrow,Middle East,Africa,and Central Asia. South Africa faces rising demand for electricity
and is aiming to achieve ambitious decarbonisation goals. While renewable energy is heralded as a key
solution,it needs storage as a supplementary solutionto meet its full potential in contributing to national power

supply.

How does battery storage work in South Africa?

Battery storage systems offer a solution by storing surplus energy generated during peak production periods
and releasing it when demand is high, ensuring a consistent and reliable power supply. The South African
government has acknowledged the potential of battery storage and has set ambitious targets for its
deployment.

What isthe largest battery energy storage system in Africa?

Unveiled in 2023, thanks to $195 million from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Devel opment
(IBRD) and $220 million from AfDB, this flagship project represents the largest battery energy storage system
(BESS) on the African continent.

How can South Africa develop a sustainable and competitive battery storage industry?

Addressing this gap is crucia for the development of a sustainable and competitive domestic industry.
Competition: The global battery storage industry is already dominated by established players,particularly in
Asian countries. South Africa needs to develop a strong value propositionto attract investments and compete
effectively.

What is the skills gap in battery storage in South Africa?

Skills gap: The advanced technologies involved in battery storage require specialised skills and expertise
which are currently scarcein South Africa. Addressing this gap is crucial for the development of a sustainable
and competitive domestic industry.
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