
Recent Status of Energy Storage Power
Stations in Africa

Why should Africa Invest in energy storage?

If Africa is to sustain its growth in renewable energy and create benefits for its population,implementing

storage solutions becomes an imperative. Robust investment in storage will help to integrate different forms of

energy into the grid seamlessly,thus promoting stable and uninterrupted power supply.

 

Does Scatec have a solar-plus-storage site in South Africa?

Scatec's Kenhardtsolar-plus-storage site in South Africa (above),which went online at the end of 2023. Image:

Scatec. Africa's energy storage market has seen a boom since 2017,having risen from just 31MWh to

1,600MWh in 2024,according to trade body AFSIA Solar's latest report.

 

How has energy storage changed in 2022?

This has resulted in an increase in energy storage levels in recent years. In 2022,the continent had around

50MWhof energy storage capacity installed. Since then,energy storage capacity tripled in 2023 and then

experienced another 10-fold increase in 2024. Image: AFSIA Solar.

 

How much storage capacity does South Africa have?

Following the signing of the agreements with these additional two projects South Africa has secured a total of

360 MW/1440 MWhstorage capacity under the country's first grid-scale bid window.

 

What are the most popular solar-plus-storage developments in Africa?

As noted by AFSIA Solar,one of the most notable solar-plus-storage developments in Africa is Norway-based

independent power producer (IPP) Scatec's 225MW/1,140MWh Kenhardt projectin South Africa. The site

started operation in late 2023 (pictured above).

 

Can Bess help stabilise Africa's power systems?

The plant's batteries store energy generated during the day and release it when the demand for power

spikes,particularly in the evenings. The project has one of the largest battery storage systems globally and

highlights the potentialof Bess to stabilise Africa's power systems.

As more of Africa''s power is generated via renewable energy, the need for reliable energy storage is becoming

increasingly important for grid resilience and flexibility, which necessitates the ...
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