
Select inverter according to PV capacity

How do I choose a solar inverter?

When designing a solar installation, and selecting the inverter, we must consider how much DC power will be

produced by the solar array and how much AC power the inverter is able to output (its power rating).

 

What is a solar power inverter?

A solar power inverter is an essential element of a photovoltaic system that makes electricity produced by

solar panels usable in the home. It is responsible for converting the direct current (DC) output produced by

solar panels into alternating current (AC) that can be used by household appliances and can be fed back into

the electrical grid.

 

What size solar inverter do I Need?

A 4.5 kW array (or ten 450-watt solar panels) would just about cover your consumption. The type of solar

panels you choose can also impact the size of the inverter you need. Different types of solar panels have

different wattage ratings and efficiency levels. The three main types of solar panels are monocrystalline,

polycrystalline, and thin film.

 

How to compare solar panels & inverters?

Check for the data on open circuit voltageson the panels and inverters respectively and do the comparison.

Rated power output gives the maximum output power in watts of the inverter. DC power from the solar panels

is converted to grid/appliance-compatible AC power. The inverter power rating signifies the total wattage of

loads it can support.

 

Can a solar inverter run inefficiently?

Maximum PV input power must never be exceeded by the power output from the combined panels. Else the

inverter runs inefficiently. In other words, the inverter rating must be matched to the panels properly.

Efficiency of the inverter signifies the percentage of DC power from the solar panels that is converted to AC

power.

 

What happens if a solar inverter reaches a maximum power point?

When the DC maximum power point (MPP) of the solar array -- or the point at which the solar array is

generating the most amount of energy -- is greater than the inverter's power rating,the "extra" power generated

by the array is "clipped" by the inverter to ensure it's operating within its capabilities.
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