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What is a battery energy storage system?
By definition,a battery energy storage system (BESS) is an electrochemical apparatus that uses a battery to
store and distribute electricity. discharging the electricity to its end consumer.

What is energy storage technology?
The development of thermal, mechanical, and chemical energy storage technologies addresses challenges
created by significant penetration of variable renewable energy sourcesinto the electricity mix.

What isthe DOE energy storage program?

The goal of the DOE Energy Storage Program is to develop advanced energy storage technologies and
systemsin collaboration with industry,academiaand government institutions that will increase the
reliability,performance,and sustainability of electricity generation and transmission in the electric grid and in
standalone systems.

Are energy storage systems scalable?

Many mature and emerging energy storage technologies utilize combinations of thermal,mechanical,and
chemical energy to meet storage demands over a variety of conditions. These systems offer the potential for
better scalabilitythan electrochemical batteries.

What is the most important component of a battery energy storage system?
The most important component of a battery energy storage system is the battery itself,which stores electricity
as potential chemical energy.

When was energy storage first used?

The earliest grid-scale energy storage technology is pumped hydroelectric storage,introduced to the grid in the
1930s. Significant capacity growth has continued since,and pumped hydro is still the dominant technology in
energy storage on a capacity basis.
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